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April 20, 2021

The Honorable Scott Wiener
California State Senate

State Capitol, Room 5100
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB 617 (Wiener)- OPPOSE
As Amended April 5, 2021

Dear Senator Wiener,

California Building Officials (CALBO) must

respectfully OPPOSE SB 617, as amended April 19,
2021. As you know, this bill would require every city and
county to implement an online, automated permitting
platform that verifies code compliance and instantaneously
issues permits for residential photovoltaic solar energy
systems.

As background, CALBO members are primarily
responsible for enforcing building code requirements in an
estimated 95% of the buildings constructed in California.
Our mission is to promote public health and safety in
building construction through responsible legislation,
education, and building code development. We ensure that
proper public health and structural safety requirements,
codes, and standards are adhered to within the built
environment. We protect the citizens and the overall safety
of the public.

CALBO has worked for decades on prudent and
enforceable legislation that will meet the state of
California’s laudable goals relative to climate change.
CALBO commends state legislators and their efforts to
further these goals, however; they must be pursued in a
feasible and constructive manner to ensure local
government’s ability to comply and enforce such policies.
We have large scale concerns, as we have addressed with
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the Sponsor of SB 617, that we do not see as simple changes.

First and foremost, CALBO is founded upon the principle that local California governments
must have the ability to make changes and implement programs at the local level. What is good
for San Francisco, may not be the best practice for West Covina. Accordingly, CALBO opposes
this bill given the inflexible mandate on local government. Although we acknowledge the need
to address climate change and promote green energy solutions, CALBO believes that due to the
geographic uniqueness and resource availability of each jurisdiction a one-size-fits-all approach
is not the solution to this issue.

CALBO was an active player in the passage of Assembly Bill 2188 (Muratsuchi, 2014), which
required local governments to adopt an expedited permitting process for small residential rooftop
solar energy systems by September 30, 2015. Although the aggressive timeline was a concern
for us, we worked with the author’s office lockstep in an effort to meet the spirit of the policy.
However, with time, we have observed local government has continued to struggle with the
implementation of the bill. According to Berkeley Lab’s July 2019 report on this law, only 71%
of California’s local entities have complied. This is a concern to CALBO, as we recognize and
urge our local jurisdictions to adhere to the regulation and believes enforcement of existing
regulations is preferable over the new requirements outlined in SB 617. Using history as a guide
and benchmark, we have deep concerns in another local mandate making it more challenging to
accomplish intended goals of existing legislation.

Of further note, CALBO has concerns with SolarAPP+, which has been proposed as the solution
to streamline permitting. It has been openly discussed that SolarAPP+ has not been fully
developed and still needs further testing. Given CALBQO’s charge and mission of ensuring the
welfare and safety of the public, without confirmation that this new technology can fully detect
safety hazards or violations in solar energy systems, the program is not a feasible solution.

CALBO continues to offer solutions to meet the intended goals of SB 617 through optional
regional pilot programs through our organization. Senior leaders within CALBO showed interest
in the SolarAPP+ opportunity, they just do not wish to have it mandated upon them without
option.

For these reasons, CALBO must respectfully OPPOSE SB 617. CALBO looks forward to a
continued partnership with legislative leaders to address climate change in practical and prudent
manners. However, mandates upon local government without proper preparation will not
successfully meet our shared goals and intentions. Should you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to reach out to me at (916) 208-2582.

Sincerely, .

L sl
Brady Guertin
Public Affairs Manager



Page Two



