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March 28, 2024

The Honorable Juan Carrillo
Assemblymember, 39th District
1021 O St, Room 4320, Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SUPPORT FOR ASSEMBLY BILL 2221 - Streamlining Electric Utility Processing of Broadband Permits

Dear Assemblymember Carrillo,



The undersigned organizations support AB 2221. This bill ensures Californians will more quickly benefit from
high-speed internet access, a vital resource essential for emergency response, tele-health, education, small
businesses, job-creation, public safety, and economic resilience.

The COVID-19 pandemic exposed the severe need to expand broadband access across California. The
pandemic dramatically changed our state’s economic, educational, and business landscape. Californians’
enhanced reliance on remote work, telehealth, and virtual learning demonstrate the need for legislation to
accelerate the deployment of broadband infrastructure. Moreover, as our state continues to expand and
enhance responsiveness to natural disasters and emergencies, we must embrace the expansion of this
important infrastructure.

Even though local governments have to comply with timelines to approve or deny broadband permits, electric
utilities have no requirements and typically take several months or over a year to process routine broadband
related power design applications. These delays stifle economic growth and connectivity in our local
communities.

In California, each public and private electric utility has its own process for approving or denying broadband
applications. Some use the industry best practice of efficient application review which only takes a few weeks
or a couple months. Unfortunately, many utilities take several months or over a year to review applications.

Billions in public and private funding for broadband projects are trying to be built as fast as possible in 2024,
2025 and 2026 to help close the digital divide and expand connectivity across our state. By the end of 2024, $6
billion in federal broadband funding needs to be allocated and projects must to be built by the end of 2026 or
we risk sending money back to D.C.

The legislature has enacted laws in recent years ensuring that local governments streamline broadband
deployment and process broadband permits within 60 to90 days. Electric utilities don’t have any requirements
for broadband application timelines and typically take between 7 to12 months to process the initial power
design application then another 7 to12 months to connect power to the broadband project. California won’t
be able to meet its Broadband for All objectives unless legislation is passed creating a consistent and
transparent process for public and private electric utilities to follow.

AB 2221 would require that broadband applicants and utilities work together to help close the digital divide

and expand connectivity in communities across our state. The bill would:

e Require utilities to let the broadband applicant know if their design application is complete within a
reasonable amount of time.

e Require utilities to use clearly identified and published design standards so applicants can submit complete
applications.

e Require utilities to let the applicant know if their design application is accepted or denied within a
reasonable amount of time.

e Require utilities to let the broadband applicant know why their design application was denied.

o If applicants don’t fix incomplete applications within 30 days, then the application is cancelled.

AB 2221 is critically important because it will help communities get connected to high-speed internet in
months instead of years. Californians overwhelming support this kind of government efficiency. A recent
report conducted by the Bay Area Council Economic Institute found that 75% of California voters support
statewide streamlining of broadband projects.



We support AB 2221 because it will reduce delays and allow broadband project permits to move forward as
quickly and efficiently as possible. In doing so, the bill will expand high-speed internet access to millions of
Californians in months instead of years.

Sincerely,
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Rodney Fong

President & CEO

San Francisco Chamber of Commerce

235 Montgomery St #760, San Francisco, CA 94104
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Peter Leroe-Munoz

General Counsel & Senior Vice President, Tech Policy
Silicon Valley Leadership Group

2460 North First Street, Suite 260, San Jose, CA 95131
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Amanda Gualderama

Legislative and Regulatory Director

The California Broadband & Video Association (CalBroadband)
1001 K Street, 2nd Floor, Sacramento, California 95814, US
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Gerard Keegan

Vice President, State Legislative Affairs

CTIA

1400 16th St NW #600, Washington, DC 20036

Rosanne Foust

President & CEO

San Mateo County Economic Development Association (SAMCEDA)
1900 O'Farrell St #380, San Mateo, CA 94403

Paul Little
President & CEO
Pasadena Chamber of Commerce



44 North Mentor Avenue
Pasadena, CA 91106
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Ryan Allain

Manager, State and Local Government Affairs
California Retailers Association

1121 L Street, Suite 607

Sacramento, CA 95814
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Yolanda Benson

Lobbyist

USTelecom | The Broadband Association

601 New Jersey Ave, NW Suite 600, Washington, DC 20001
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Rochelle Swanson

External Affairs Manager, Lead CA & Northern CA Policy
Crown Castle

One Park Place, Suite 300, Dublin, CA 94568
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Vice President, Government Affairs
Wireless Infrastructure Association
2111 Wilson Blvd., Suite 210, Arlington, VA 22201
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Richard H. Statler

Board Member/Treasurer

California Wireless Association

2913 El Camino Real, Suite 740, Tustin, CA 92782
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Tracy Hernandez

Founding CEO

Los Angeles County Business Federation (BizFed)

1150 South Olive Street Floor 10, Los Angeles, CA 90015




Pamela C. Loomis

Lobbyist

California Communications Association

3626 Fair Oaks Blvd, Suite 100, Sacramento, CA 95864
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Tracy Rhine

Senior Policy Advocate

Rural County Representatives of California (RCRC)
1215 K St Ste 1650, Sacramento, CA 95814



